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The	reasons	

• Clinical	safety

• Public	opinion

• Legal	boundary



The	Consequences	

• Political	barriers	to	
clinical	practice

• Women	denied	services

• Public	opinion	
reinforced



But	…	when	does	
the	clock	start?
Fertilisation?
Implantation?
Confirmation	of	pregnancy?

Dates/Scan
“the	first	day	of	the	last	menstrual	period”	
T.											The	ULTIMATE	absurdity!!!



The	start	of	Pregnancy	in	Abortion	
Law	is	a	“legal	fiction”

“Legal	fiction refers	to	a	fictitious	fact	that	is	
treated	as	true	under	the	law	for	purposes	of	legal,	

administrative	or	other	expediency.”



An	upper	time	limit	in	Abortion	
Law	is	a	“legal	fiction”

But	with	severe	practical	consequences	for	a	
women	in	need	of	treatment



?	“the	pregnancy	
has	not	exceeded	
its	twenty-fourth	
week”		?

In	the	UK,	“all	elements	of	abortion	
treatment	must	be	completed	
by….”	

22	July	2018				=		24	weeks	+	0	days
23	July	2018					=		23	weeks	+	6	days



What	a	difference	a	
day	makes!

For	bpas 13	procedures	a	year

In	the	UK	

22	July	2018				=		24	weeks	+	0	days
23	July	2018					=		23	weeks	+	6	days



Abortion	time	
limits	are	built	on	
legal	fiction

Unnecessary	and	unhelpful

In	existing	the	act	as	a	barrier	to	
understanding

We	may	have	to	obey	the	law	but	
we	do	not	have	to	endorse	it



Women	need	abortion	as	early	as	
possible	and	as	late	as	necessary

No	legal	system	that	is	fit-for-purpose	should	prevent	it.

Legal	fictions	in	abortion	should	be	moved	to	the	history	shelf
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