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Restrictions: 

• Abortion is legally restricted 
• Access to abortion is restricted because of other reasons for many women. 

This can be:
• financial (abortion care not for free for all) (Australia (also legal 

restrictions), Japan; (also medication abortion not available), Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Spain)

• logistical and procedural (abortion care concentrated in urban 
areas/clinics or other obstacles, contentious objection) (Italy, United 
Kingdom, Turkey and Hungary (mifepristone also not registered))

• social; childcare, work absence
• confidentiality, stigma

• Access to abortion care is legal but restricted due to the woman’s 
circumstances; domestic and family abuse, religious reasons, mental health 
(almost all countries where abortion is only available in clinics)

• Abortion is legally available by special provides but access is restricted 
because the women’s prefers to do her own abortion.
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Access: 
-Regular pharmacy with prescription 
-Black market (where abortion is illegal)
-In special clinics/hospitals (almost all of Europe and US)
-Online (worldwide)
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Women on Web, a telemedical abortion service was launched, 2005in 2006
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The Safe Abortion App: information about safe abortion options in every 
country around the world and to bypass censorship
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Overcoming and Making visible 
legal restrictions to access abortion visible.

- Ship campaigns Guatemala and Mexico 2017
- Abortion drone (Poland 2015, Ireland 2016)
- Abortion Robot (Northern Ireland 2018)
- Abortion pill Protest South Korea  (2018)
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Last abortion ship campaign in Mexico 2017
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Taking the 
Abortion Pill 

in Public 
as Protest
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28 October 2014 – Ireland: Abortion Train
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June 2016: Collaboration with ROSA: Abortion drone
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October 2016 and May 2017 publication scientific 
articles about women from Ireland using Women on Web 
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December 
2017
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JUNE 2018: ABORTION ROBOT NORTHERN 
IRELAND
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2018 SOUTH KOREA: 125 women swallow the abortion pill in 
protest to restrictive abortion laws
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Making other types of restrictions to access abortion visible.

Research online consultations telemedical service Women on Web
- In UK
- USA
- Hungary
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.
The study looks at the demographics and circumstances of all women 
requesting early medication abortion through the online telemedicine 
initiative Women on Web (WoW) over a 4-month period and analyzed a 
sample of their anonymized emails to the service to explore their reasons for 
seeking help.
During that time, 180 women reported 209 reasons for seeking abortion 
outside the formal healthcare setting. Nearly half the reasons – 49 percent –
were access barriers, Thirty percent were privacy concerns, including lack of 
confidentiality of services, perceived or experienced stigma and preferring 
the privacy and comfort of using pills at home. Eighteen percent were 
controlling circumstances, including partner violence and partner or family 
control.

September 2017



www.womenonwaves.org www.womenonweb.org



www.womenonwaves.org www.womenonweb.org

In 2011, the British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) brought a 
legal challenge against the Department of Health in an attempt to 
allow for home administration of misoprostol. Unfortunately the 
High Court judgment confirmed that the Secretary of State has “the 
power to approve a wider range of place [for the administration of 
abortion medications], including potentially the home”. 
This only happened  after the publication of the study in 
2017   
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Hungary
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A major barrier for participants living in states with restrictive laws 
was the high cost of clinical care. Other participants described major 
logistical challenges resulting from state abortion laws, such as 
waiting periods and ultrasound requirements. Other access barriers 
were long distances to clinics, lack of transportation and difficulty 
finding information. Another reason for considering ordering 
medications online, was that some people preferred doing their own 
abortions at home instead of seeking care within the formal health 
care setting because of convenience, privacy and the comfort and 
familiarity of one’s own home.
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Regulations in most countries 
that do not accommodate a 

women’s preference to obtain 
abortion pills herself and do it 

at home are as much a barrier to 
abortion access as restrictive 

abortion laws


